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P.O. Box 552 · Winston, Georgia 30187


Common Rules Winston Baseball

Spring/Fall 2012

Updated:  January 19, 2012

Common Rules
Discuss the field ground rules prior to each game with the umpire crew.  On-deck circles will not be permitted for games on Field 1.  
BATS
Bats are regulated in accordance with Dizzy Dean guidelines with the following exceptions:

1. 14U - drop   8 (or less) weights are acceptable for league use only.
Dizzy Dean Rule 2:07 is outlined below for reference:

The bat shall be an unaltered baseball bat (not softball), with the following age specific requirements:

a)        For ages 5-12, all non-wood bats “MUST” meet 1.15 BPF (Bat Performance Factor) for the life of the bat and “MUST” possess a “clearly identifiable” manufacture’s certification stamp.  This will include 2 1/4, 2 5/8, and 2 3/4 barrel bats.

·        BBCOR bats are legal for use in ages 5-12.

b)       For ages 13-19, all non-wood bats “MUST” meet BBCOR (Batted Ball Coefficient of Restitution)    and “MUST” possess a “clearly identifiable” manufacture’s certification stamp.

·          A bat shall not weigh numerically more than, three ounces less than the length of the bat.

·          The diameter of the bat shall be no larger than 2 5/8 barrel.

c)        Bats that are broken, cracked, dented or deface the ball are illegal.

d)        There shall be no devices, attachments or wrappings that cause the        handle to become flush with the knob.

·        Molded grips and Choke up knobs are illegal.

METAL CLEATS / SPIKES:

Metal cleats are not permitted for play in the Farm, Minor & Freshman divisions. Metal cleats are authorized for play in sophomore (14U) divisions.
SUSPENDED GAMES: 

Suspended games will only be completed if the outcome of the suspended game has a bearing on the standings (for those parks that keep standings).
I.    If a suspended game is resumed, the game will continue from the point where it was suspended. 

A. The pitching rules will apply as of the calendar week when the game is resumed, not the calendar week of when the game was suspended. 
B. A member of the board of directors may make the decision to continue a game under certain circumstances in order to prevent a suspended game.

TIE BREAKERS: 

In the event of a tie for first place (for leagues that keep standings), the first tie-breaker is head to head competition during the regular season.  In the event that the teams are still tied, a one-game playoff will occur.

PROTEST:  

The protest rule as stated by the current Dizzy Dean Rules and regulations (7:00 FORFEITURE, APPEALS & PROTESTS) apply with the following conditions:

A.  Cost of protest: $75 per protest (Cash only).  If the protest is upheld, the cash will be returned to the coach who lodged the protest.  If the protest is disallowed, the cash will go into the General Fund of the Association where the protest occurred.

B.  JUDGEMENT CALLS, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCE CANNOT BE PROTESTED!!!!!!!!! You certainly have the right to discuss judgment calls with the umpire(s).

C.  All protests must be submitted in writing to the league President or Vice President within 24 hours of the scheduled start time of the game.

D.  The Board of Directors of the park involved with the protest will have 72 hours to make a decision on the protest.  ALL DECISIONS WILL BE FINAL!!!

 TEAM REQUIREMENTS:

A team consists of nine (9) uniformed players.  If a team has eight (8) players at game time the game will start as scheduled.  Prior to starting the game, the manager/head coach must decide if he will play with an eight-man roster or a nine-man roster.

A. If a nine-man roster is chosen the game will start with eight players in the field.  The ninth position in the batting order will be blank and be an automatic out each time the vacant ninth batting position is reached in the batting order. If a player arrives, he/she will be immediately placed in the game in the ninth batting position.

B. If an eight-man roster is chosen the manager/head coach will play the entire game with eight players in the field and in the batting order.  An automatic out is not assessed when the ninth batting position is reached.  If a ninth player arrives, he/she will be considered a substitute player and will not enter the game or the batting order until proper substitutions are made. 

C. If a team has less than eight (8) players available fifteen (15) minutes after the scheduled game time, the umpire-in-chief will call the game and declare it a forfeit.  Because the field space has been reserved for a game, use the time and field space to play a practice game.  The umpire(s) assigned to call the game will not officiate the game.  Use parent volunteers or other coaches to officiate the game.  

D. In the case that an umpire or umpires do not show for a game, the game should be rescheduled unless both coaches agree to play with volunteer umpires.  If volunteer umpires are used, both head coaches and volunteer umpires must sign the scorebooks at the conclusion of the game.  No protests are allowed for a game played with volunteer umpires!!

E. Bat the entire line-up with free defensive substitutions with the exception of the pitcher position.  Once the pitcher is removed from pitching he may not return to pitcher at any point in the game.  This is the method of play for ALL DIVISIONS during league play with the exception being when playing out of park.  If playing out of park you may choose to bat 9 play 9 instead of the entire order.

Any coach ejected from a game by an umpire will serve a one game suspension.  This game will be the first game following the ejection.   Winston Board of Directors reserves the right to levy additional suspensions if deemed necessary.

Physical contact or violence involving a player, coach, or parent will result in automatic ejection from the game, a one game automatic suspension, and possible suspension from the league.
Use of profanity during baseball activities will not be tolerated.  Offenders will be subject to ejection. Inappropriate behavior by anyone (coaches, parents or players) will not be tolerated, and will be subject to ejection, suspension or other action by the Winston Baseball Board of Directors.
